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M: Course Objectives / Learning Outcomes  

 
At the conclusion of the course the successful student will be able to: 
 
1. Explain the theoretical approach of comparative politics. 
 
2. Identify and assess the fundamental concepts in the study of comparative politics. 
 
3. Apply concepts to a comparative analysis of contemporary regimes, political structures, political  
 process and foreign environment. 
 
4. Be prepared for more advanced study in Comparative Politics, Scope and Methods, Area Studies and 
 International Relations. 
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O: Methods of Instruction 
 
Presentation of the course will involve the use of formal lectures, structured group work by students, and in-
class discussion of assigned research topics.  Additional readings may be assigned for each unit of the course 
and placed on reserve in the library. 
 

P: Textbooks and Materials to be Purchased by Students 
 
Textbooks and readers will be chosen based on individual instructor preferences in consultation and with  
approval of the Department of Political Science. 
 
SAMPLE TEXTBOOKS: 
 
Almond, Gabriel A., G. Bingham Powell Jr., Kaare Strom, Russell J. Dalton.  (2001).  Comparative Politics, A  
 Theoretical Framework (3rd ed.).  (City):  Longman. 
 
Almond, Gabriel A., G. Bingham Powell Jr., Kaare Strom, Russell J. Dalton.  (2003).  Comparative Politics  
 Today, A World View  (7th ed.).  (City):  Longman. 
 
Dogan, M., D. Pelassy.  (  ).  How to Compare Nations:  Strategies in Comparative Politics.  Chatham:   
 Chatham House. 
 

Q: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Means of Assessment 
 
The course evaluation will be based on course objectives and in accordance with Douglas College policy and 
the policies of the Political Science Department.  A minimum of 50% of the student’s grade will be assigned to 
the mid-term and end of term examinations.  A minimum of 30% of the student’s grade will be assigned to a 
formal research essay.  A maximum of 20% of student’s grade will be based upon a series of components, for 
example, quizzes, short essay, attendance, participation, class presentations.  The specific evaluation criteria 
will be provided by the instructor at the beginning of the semester. 
 
One example of an evaluation scheme: 
 
 Mid Term Exam  20% 
 Research Essay   30% 
 Participation  20% 
 Final Exam    30% 
 
      100% 
 
 

R: Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition: specify whether course is open for PLAR 
 
No.   
 

 
 
 
 

  

Course Designer(s):    Marlene Hancock  Education Council/Curriculum Committee Representative 
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